What constitutes a dignified death? The voice of oncology advanced practice nurses.
The purpose of this study was to explore the concept of dignified dying from the perspective of oncology advanced practice nurses. A naturalistic, hermeneutic approach was used to interview the study participants. A sample of 19 oncology advanced practice nurses was obtained by combining data sets from 2 larger studies of patient control and end-of-life care. Audiotaped interviews of the nurses were transcribed verbatim and were analyzed using a phenomenological approach. The analysis revealed that dignified dying is an experience that includes the following themes: going in peace, maintaining bodily integrity, and dying on their own terms. Advanced practice nurses lend an important perspective that expands understanding of the concept of dignified dying. Future studies of patient and family perceptions will enhance knowledge of their needs and lead to intervention studies to promote an end-of-life experience that is consistent with patient priorities and values.